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Fac-Simile of the New Confederate Bond. 


ONE AND INSEPERABLE. 


Magee, 316 Chestnut Street, Phila, 


“United we stuid,” 
Divided we fall, 


Magee, 316 Chestnut 8t. Phila 


NUMISMATIC HUMOR ON 
CIVIL WAR PATRIOTIC ENVELOPES 


By ERIC P. NEWMAN M619 


Numismatics, like all other scientific 
disciplines, can always use comic relief. 
The printers of stationery during the 
War between the States provided such 
humor in the course of their trade. The 
popular use of appealing designs on 
their envelopes or mailing covers pro- 
vided individuals with a way to show 
their enthusiasm for their country, their 
State, their heroes, their peeves, etc. It 
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also encouraged systematic collecting of 
the myriad of envelope designs which 
were created. A few of the envelopes 
relate to numismatic subjects and are 
as timely in today’s era of inflation as 
they were over a century ago. Some of 
the satire of the northern printers was 
naturally aimed at the southern cause. 


In the June 22, 1861 issue of Harper’s 
Weekly ‘‘Designs for a New Coin for the 
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NEW SOUTHERN COIN. 
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ALL I WA? T IS TO BE LET A LOAN, 


$15,000,000. 
I'LL TAKE ANYTHING — 


But WASHINGTON, 
Thav’s no CAPITOL for me. 


Design for a New Coin of the G. 8 A. 


C.S.A.” was included as a comic illus- 
tration. The State of Louisiana which, 
on secession, had seized the United 
States Mint at New Orleans turned that 
institution over to the Confederacy in 
February, 1861. On March 6, 1861, Wil- 
liam A. Elmore, Superintendant of the 
Mint, requested new dies so that regular 
United States dies could be phased out. 
In April when Gustavus Memminger, 
Secretary of the Treasury for the Con- 
federacy, requested designs for a 50 cent 
coin, Elmore submitted one created by 
the National Bank Note Company and 
another by Gallier and Estabrook, New 
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WHILE THE CAT'S AWay 
VRE Mick WILL pLay, 


Desien for a New Com of the C. S.A 


Orleans architects. The Confederate half 
dollar reverse die was the result, but 
the opportunity in the north for a deri- 
sive cartoon was not neglected. 

The comic suggestion in Harpers was 
merciless. Centrifugal States of North 
America had an owl holding a tattered 
American Flag with banners reading, Ex 
Uno Plurima (From one, many) as a pun 
on the coin motto, E Pluribus Unum 
(From many, one). A capitol building 
is partially supported by a chained and 
kneeling slave and is flanked by 
weaponry. The other face of the coin 
design shows a southern planter thumb- 
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ing his nose at and threatening to shoot 
a creditor. In the background is a farm 
scene with slaves at work under the 
supervision of an overseer with a whip. 
The motto ‘‘Owe Ever Pay Never”’ 
speaks for itself. The Confederate flag 
and the denomination round out the 
design. 

Each of these designs with their 
accompanying legends was copied in 
making patriotic envelopes, some minor 
background detail being omitted as 
shown in the accompanying illustra- 
tions. 

Another patriotic cover printed by 
Magee of Philadelphia, presented a 
“New Southern Coin” dated 1861 with 
three horizontally joined links within 
a beaded border. In the links were the 
letters IOU. 

The necessities of financing the 
Southern side with paper money obliga- 
tions and loans was the subject of deri- 
sion in an envelope decorated with a 
montage of 10 pieces of scrip. The text 
on some of those issues includes 
“Cotton Rag Bank,” ‘Coupons but no 
Interest” and ‘“‘No Redemption, J. Davis, 
Pres.” The popular pun, then as well 
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as now, was ‘‘All I want is to be let a 
loan.’’ This was balanced by ‘‘But 
Washington, That’s no capitol for Me.” 

The tactics of secessionists in 
Washington before hostilities began 
resulted in moving funds and materiel 
to the South and this was lampooned 
on envelopes showing a crude picture 
marked “U.S. Mint” with rats hauling 
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“GREENBACKS” the Currency during the Slayvcholders base Rebellion, 


Let.us_hopestiy contrast the two conditions; 
evince oar Christianity. 


end in our loyalty 
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away bags of money. John B. Floyd of 
Arkansas is the first rat with a bag 
marked $6,000,000 and Winfield Scott 
is portrayed as a dog chasing the rats. 
On another version of this cartoon, 
Howell Cobb of Georgia, William L. 
Yancey of Alabama and Robert A. 
Toombs of Georgia were the additional 
named rats. In this variation, the U.S. 
Mint is dignified with a colonnaded 
portico, two chimneys, a roof rail and 
arched windows. 

In a patriotic vein another envelope 
contains thirteen links in a circle sur- 
rounding ‘‘American Congress-We are 
One.’’ This is the famous Franklin 
design used on the reverses of the Feb- 
ruary 17, 1776 Continental Currency, 
the 1776 Continental Currency Coinage 
and the 1787 Fugio Cent. This design 
is surrounded by a border of 21 five 
pointed stars, representing the 21 Union 
states. The stars are unevenly spaced 
and sized, but so were their loyalties 
to the Union. 

What could be a southern sym- 
pathizer’s attempt to undermine public 
confidence in Greenback currency of 
the Union was its comparison to Conti- 
nental Currency which had become vir- 
tually worthless during the Revolution- 
ary War. The United States Notes of 
1862 and 1863, (greenbacks) were emer- 
gency war issues just as the Continental 
Currency was and, therefore, the com- 
ment ‘‘In 1779 the pay of a Colonel 
would not purchase oats for his horse”’ 
was indicative of the inflation to follow. 
However, this is followed by ‘Let us 
honestly contrast the two conditions 
and in our loyalty evince our Christian- 
ity.’’ This later comment seems to 
indicate that the Greenbacks should be 
accepted. In any event, both the 
purchasers of the envelopes then and 
the readers now, can formulate their 
own opinion as to which way, if any, 
the influence is aimed. The illustration 
of the face on the $6 November 2, 1776 
Continental note is unintentionally 
incongruous in that either the back legs 
of the beaver are supported by the sur- 
face of the water or the beaver is 
elephantine in size. 
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The last envelope illustrated contains 
a ‘‘Fac-Simile of the New Confederate 
Bond” of the $500 denomination. It fea- 
tures an I.0O.U. and Jefferson Davis 
thumbing his nose, as was on the coin- 
age designs previously shown. This 
bond, however, contains a reversible 
pun of brilliant and lasting significance. 
It is one which the writer often enjoys 
using, thanks to this gem of humor sug- 
gested by Henry S. Burton, an early West 
Point instructor. The intentions of the 
obligor are: ‘IT IS AGAINST OUR 
PRINCIPLE TO PAY THE INTEREST 
AND AGAINST OUR INTEREST TO 
PAY THE PRINCIPAL.” 


Mint Director Visits ANA Headquarters 


Mint Director Mary Brooks is shown here talk- 
ing with ANA Governor Glenn Smedley during a 
recent visit to the American Numismatic Associa- 
tion Headquarters in Colorado Springs. Mrs. 
Brooks had lunch with Mr. Smedley, Executive 
Director Ed Rochette, Museum Director Richard 
A. Long and Editor Thom Marshall. She was pre- 
sented with a silver Headquarters Dedication 
Medal as a reminder of her visit. 
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